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Abstract
Physicians’ emotional barriers toward epilepsy surgery

Nobukazu Nakasato, M.D.”, Kazutaka Jin, M.D."”, Masaki Iwasaki, M.D.?,
Naoshi Itabashi, M.D."” and Teiji Tominaga, M.D?
"Department of Epileptology, Tohoku University School of Medicine
*Department of Neurosurgery, Tohoku University School of Medicine

Guidelines for epilepsy recommend timely referral of potential surgical candidate to an epilepsy center for
evaluation. However, many patients are never referred for evaluation, or referred even a few decades after medi-
cally intractable condition. Physician’s negative attitudes toward surgery may increase risk of morbidity and mor-
tality in epilepsy patients. The aim of this review is to identify barriers toward epilepsy surgery among physi-
cians. Importance of long-term epilepsy monitoring is emphasized.

(Clin Neurol 2012;52:1080-1082)
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