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Stroke is the first leading cause of death in Korea. Accord-
ing to the National Statistics Office about 59.6 per 100,000
persons died of stroke in 2007. The rapidest aging in the his-
tory is threatening our society with the increasing burden of
stroke. Narrowing the gap between knowledge and practice
is one of measures against this threat. However, this strategy
cannot work without the development and implementation
of the evidence-based national guidelines for stroke.
In October, 2009, the Clinical Research Center for Stroke
(CRCS) of Korea published the first clinical practice guideline
(CPG) for stroke in Korea. The development of CPG for
stroke began in 2006 with the financial support from the Ko-
rean government, and the final product, the first stroke CPG
in Korea, is now endorsed by the Korean Stroke Society, the

Korean Neurological Association, and the Korean Society of
Geriatric Neurology. Its purpose is to assist neurologists, neu-
rosurgeons, rehabilitation doctors, internists, family doctors,
and interventionists, who are caring stroke patients, in clini-
cal decision making. The CPG covers the most parts of
stroke care; primary prevention, acute stroke management,
and secondary prevention. It does not deal with childhood
stroke and surgical techniques. It focuses on ischemic stroke
and intracerebral hemorrhage, and does not cover subarach-
noid hemorrhage. All the text of the CPG for stroke can be
readily assessable and open to anyone who can read the Ko-
rean language (http:��www.stroke-crc.or.kr�).
I will discuss how we did develop the CPG, what it con-

tains, what are our next steps in the presentation.
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